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John 6.1- 40






King for the Weekend
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POLITICS in the AIR! 2012 Govt’s in Transition 

           in BLUE incl. right here in China
POLITICS brings out CROWDS  


Great ENERGY and Enthusiasm

Some see DANGER! > EXCITED CROWDS > National Zeal and Patriotism > Can be EXPLOSIVE Mix!
CROWD can Quickly TURN from ADORATION to ACCUSATION
John 6 – Large, Excited, Nationalistic, Politically-Charged Crowd…
1. Details 

2. Diners

3. Disciples
   
4. Jesus

1. Details
OVERVIEW 40 Vs. > 4 Miracles > 20,000+ People > 2 Small Fish, 5 Loaves  
a. Movement 

1) Eastbound > from Capernaum on NW Shore of Lake > to Eastern Shore 
a) Christ

v. 1 Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias)
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Jesus & DISCIPLES were in CAPERNAUM > Crossed to GOLAN HEIGHTS
Disciples JUST RETURNED from SUCCESSFUL MISSION > DEBRIEFING

Were TIRED > Jesus and Disciples NEEDED TIME ALONE

b) Crowds > 5000 Men > perhaps TOTAL of 20,000 counting Women & Kids
v. 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick.

v. 1 Some time after this - John more about THEOLOGY than CHRONOLOGY

1 YEAR Remaining in Jesus Life > Now Ministered for About 2 YEARS 

Already PREACHED Sermon on the Mount > PARABLES > Many MIRACLES 

2) Westbound > After Hillside Banquet, RETURN back to Capernaum  
a) Disciples vs. 16,17 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum.
b) Jesus > had remained on East Shore for SEASON of PRAYER
vs. 19-21  When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water…they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.

MATTHEW adds that PETER Got OUT of Boat > WALKED on WATER Too

JESUS got IN BOAT > Another MIRACLE > IMMEDIATELY They Arrived 

One can scarcely imagine, indeed, that after an act of power so magnificent and so kingly as Jesus walking on the waters he should seat himself in the boat and the voyage be laboriously continued by the stroke of an oar.     
F.L. Godet

c) Diners > back to Jesus newly-adopted hometown of Capernaum 
v. 24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.

REST of Chapter 6 > Dialogue between Jesus and this Crowd in Capernaum 
b. Meaning  v. 4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near. / John: 3 yrs of Passovers 
If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.   John 5.46

The movement from the miracle to the discourse, from Jesus to Moses, and above all from bread to flesh is almost unintelligible unless the reference to the Passover governs the whole narrative. 




E.C. Hoskyns
1) God’s Prophet > Came to FULFILL the Law > NEW PASSOVER 
v. 14 "Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world."

Moses: The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him.     Deuteronomy 18.15

2) God’s Power > Like Moses HE LEADS His PEOPLE thru THE SEA
vs. 19-21 Jesus…walking on the water…immediately the boat reached the shore
He divided the sea and led them through; he made the water stand firm like a wall. 








Psalm 78.13

3) God’s Provision > ‘get your eyes OFF MOSES and ON to YOUR MAKER’
vs. 32,33  Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." 

8 X’s in John 6 Jesus says He ‘came down from heaven’ > HE IS PROVISION 

4) God’s People > SYMBOL of the 12 Tribes of Israel 
v. 13 twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over

5) God’s Purpose  Passover: Time of Great NATIONALISTIC ZEAL for Jews 
Like 4th of July in USA or Battle of Boyne to Loyalist Protestants in N. Ireland 
Army of 5000 Men READY to FIGHT for this KING who FEEDS the TROOPS

LIBERATION of Jesus > Not TEMPORAL > ETERNAL, ABUNDANT LIFE
v. 40 For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 

6) God’s Presence  God who appeared in BURNING BUSH is Among THEM 
God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM.”



Exodus 3.14
v. 35 Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life.” > 1st of SEVEN ‘I AM’s in JOHN 
2. Diners

a. Miracles > Jesus was GREATEST SHOW in Town > Lots of Looky Loos 
v. 2  great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs

SYNOPTICS:  Many miracles in GALILEE Region > Jairus’ Daughter Raised

Widow of Nain’s Son Raised, Peter’s Mother-in-Law Healed, Blind man Healed

Demons driven from Legion > Centurion’s Servant Healed

GALILEANS Hard Working – Down to Earth – Practical > Lived Close to Soil
QUESTIONS Not Theological or Theoretical like JEWS of Judea
b. Misunderstanding > NOT SURPRISING they WANT MORE > ya gotta eat! 
vs. 14,15 After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, "Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world." Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself. 
Jesus was BORN King! They WANT to Make Him King on Their TERMS 
He IS The Prophet AND Shrouded King, also He Must be our PRIEST

Jesus would go to Jerusalem not to wield the spear and bring the judgment, but to receive the spear thrust and bear the judgment. 

   Edmund P. Clowney

v. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 

Jesus WILL NOT leave the DOMINION of DARKNESS INTACT 

HE will RAISE US UP because HE WAS RAISED UP on the CROSS for US! 

c. Materialists > wanted a GENIE Not a GOD 
They REALIZED their LUNCH WAGON went to OTHER SIDE of LAKE!
vs. 25,26 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, "Rabbi, when did you get here?" Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill.”
BLUNT Greeting > COLD Welcome to Capernaum for these Weary Travelers

 LONG JOURNEY > We are HUNGRY AGAIN! > What are you Serving Up??
‘Earthy’ WORD used by Jesus: Satisfied w/ Food like an ANIMAL w/ FODDER

ROME Pacified Crowds w/ ‘BREAD & CIRCUSES’  93 Days of GAMES Year

CHEAPER to ENTERTAIN Crowds than to FIGHT Them or JAIL Them 

True FAITH in Jesus = Ask NOT what He CAN do FOR YOU > SERVE Him 

vs. 30,31 So they asked him, "What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 

COULD HAVE told them HE WALKED ACROSS the Lake > NOT Circus Man 

THEY JUST ATE the SIGN > and there were 12 BASKETFULS Left Over! 

Moses: MANNA > 6 Days a Week for 40 YEARS! and QUAIL! for 2 Million! 
Is THAT the BEST YOU CAN DO?! ONE LUNCH?!
We cannot find the abundant life by indulging ourselves in all that life has to offer. We cannot find happiness by pursuing it. We cannot create satisfaction. These great blessings come from God. So we must feed on God as he is presented to us in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

James Boice

d. Merit > Fundamental MISUNDERSTANDING of Moses and the Law 
Should HUMBLE them > But it MADE them PROUD > Earned MERIT Points

v. 27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval." 

Jesus MEANS > WHY are you WORKING?  > What is YOUR LIFE GOAL? 

MATERIALISM is NOT WORTH PURSUING > NO LASTING PLEASURE 

v. 28 Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"
WORK??!! > What EXACTLY should WE DO to be Pleasing to God??
Their naiveté is formidable; they display no doubt about their intrinsic ability to meet any challenge God may set them. They evince no sensitivity to the fact that eternal life is first and foremost a gift. 




D.A. Carson 

e. Messiah > Sought POLITICAL Messiah > Establish EARTHLY Kingdom 
BREAD MAKING > Rang Many BELLS of MESSIANIC EXPECTATION 

Besides Cross & Resurrection of Jesus > Only MIRACLE in ALL 4 Gospels
You shall not find the manna in this age, but you shall find it in the age that is coming.





Jewish Midrash on Exodus 16.25

What did the first redeemer (e.g. Moses) do? He brought down manna. The last redeemer will also bring down manna. 
    Jewish Midrash on Ecclesiastes 1.9

Because of MISUNDERSTANDING and Strong Air of Nationalism

Jesus DOES NOT CALL HIMSELF Messiah > ‘one sent’ & ‘Son of Man’ 

v. 29 Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 

3. Disciples

a. Tired > Physically AND EMOTIONALLY Tired

Just RETURNED from SUCCESSFUL MISSION Trip

Joy of MINISTRY on SUNDAYS > Often leads to the BLUES on MONDAY

The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest." 
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place.








Mark 6.30-32

At least HALF of the 12 > Began as FOLLOWERS of John the BAPTIST 

John beheaded in the prison…When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.

Matthew 14.10,13

VERY READY for some DOWN TIME > Hoped to CHARGE BATTERIES 

b. Tested > Coming Back from MISSION > How MUCH did they LEARN?? 
v. 5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?" 

Philip was From BETHSAIDA > City on LAKE > Restaurant that Delivered?  

v. 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do   >> Jesus in JOHN > Sovereign God > Not WONDERING, Has a PLAN 

Our Lord still surveys the needy world with compassion, just as he surveys the micro-world our personal affairs. He is not without plans. He ‘already has in mind what he will do’ in our time and generation. 


Bruce Milne 

DISCIPLES get MIXED RESULTS on TEST 

MAYBE JOHN is TOO EMBARRASSED to RECALL their FIRST Answer: 

As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a remote place, and it's already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food." 


Matthew 14.15

People wish to remain quiet in the peaceful little church where they brood about God and be preoccupied with the needs of their own souls. They do not want to be shocked by the bewildering idea that there are still many hundreds of millions of people who have never heard the gospel. 


J.H. Bavinck
BUSINESS APPROACH > Throw Money at Problem > IF you can FIND IT!
v. 7 Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!" 

vs. 8,9 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" 

BOY > SUBJECT of MANY SERMONS > Could Mean ‘young man’ or ‘slave’ 

BARLEY > POOR MAN’S FOOD > Poor RESPOND with GENEROSITY

MORE RESOURCEFUL >> Not Much but if ANYONE can Help it is JESUS! 

The practical lesson is clear: whenever there is a need, give all you have to Jesus and let Him do the rest. 





Warren W. Wiersbe 

vs. 10,11 Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.

Jesus PERFECT SCORE on Test:ACTS in FAITH even BEFORE Food Arrives! 

Sit on GRASS: March or April > after SCORCHED BROWN Patches of Weeds 

GAVE THANKS does not ‘Bless the Food’ > BLESSES GOD the Giver of Food

c. Tempted > So far in John Temptation of Suffering > Temptation of Success

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd.



Matthew 14.22

Entering DANGEROUS STORM > Greater Danger in FANATICAL CROWD
Something can take place in the Christian’s life that is so encouraging spiritually that the Christian becomes enamored with his success and comes to depend upon himself spiritually. 






James Boice

Jesus ENDURED Temptation in WILDERNESS: Worship Satan > Be KING! 

d. Treasured > They FELT ABANDONED by Jesus > 6 or 7 Hours in Storm
Lake 200 meters below level of Mediterranean Sea > Wind RUSHES DOWN 

SUDDENLY Great Storms COME UP > Wind HURLING Great WAVES
v. 17 By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them.

JOHN Great Use of LIGHT / DARKNESS Themes 

Christ is in heaven interceding for us, but we are in the midst of the storms of life, trying to reach the shore. One day, He will come for us and we shall reach the port safely, the storms all past. 


Warren W. Wiersbe
4. Jesus

a. Cares  No HOLIDAY from FATHER’S MISSION > 24/7 SERVANTHOOD 
PASTOR for 6 Years of Church on Island > farthest from ANY CONTINENT 

Sometimes DAY OFF drove round island 2 hrs. – TO GET AWAY from it ALL! 

Snoozing on the Beach > Hear voice “Hey there Pastor! So you’re here too!” 

When Jesus…saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 









Matthew 14.14

b. Comes  Struggling Disciples OUT of SIGHT but NOT Out of Jesus Mind
vs. 19,20 they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified. But he said to them, "It is I; don't be afraid."

In the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea…The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 



Isaiah 9.1-2

c. Confidence 
Confidence > NOT in Crowds > Then or Now > WE See & Still DON’T Believe 

vs. 35-37 Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.

CONFIDENCE > His BREAD Can SATISFY > NOW and FOREVER

Moses fed them for 40 YEARS > And THEY were STILL HUNGRY

BELIEVING on JESUS Fully SATISFIES our INNER LONGING & Emptiness

TODAY > We HAVE iPhones! > But Most are STILL EMPTY > Jesus FILLS! 

CONFIDENCE > Based on FATHER’S PLAN > Plan Jesus came to FULFILL 

WILL NEED all CONFIDENCE in God > CROWDS SOON LEAVING! 

Jesus confidence does not rest in the potential for positive response amongst well-meaning people. Far from it: his confidence is in his Father to bring to pass the Father’s redemptive purposes. Jesus confidence in the success of his mission is frankly predestinarian. 

    




  D.A. Carson 
God’s PLAN so COMPLETE: God is Sovereign AND Man is RESPONSIBLE 

We MUST BELIEVE > and God CHOOSES Who Will BELIEVE 

Scripture teaches a counsel that cannot be changed, a calling that cannot be revoked, an inheritance that cannot be defiled, a foundation that cannot be shaken, a seal that cannot be broken, and a life that cannot perish. William Hendriksen

CONFIDENT that there is ENOUGH BREAD for WHOLE WORLD 

Not just Crowd of Galileans > Nation of Israel > ALL the FATHER’S CHOSEN

Man named Klein > American of German descent > Lived in Midwest USA
ACROSS the Street from Evangelical LUTHERAN Church 

UNGODLY Man > No Interest in Church > Gospel for OTHERS, Not Mr. Klein

One Summer Day > Heard Loud Voices of Children Singing in Church 

‘Saved by Grace alone! This is my plea – Jesus died for ALL MANKIND –

And Jesus died for ME

From Across the Street Mr. Klein heard > Jesus died for OLD MAN KLEIN 

Words burned into his Heart > Crossed Street > Received the Lord Jesus Christ

Whatever YOUR NAME > Jesus DIED for YOU too!

* * * * *

John 6 is not about the Lord’s Supper – it had not happened yet – the Lord’s Supper is about what is described in John 6. 

John 6:1-40

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2 And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who had eaten. 14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” 15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were frightened. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they were glad to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going. 22 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23 Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
Why did large crowds follow Jesus? Why did some people believe and others turn away?

Did the miracles and signs increase the number of followers?

Keeping in mind what the crowd wanted, what things did Jesus say which probably burst their bubble?

Do you find you have a similar problem of primarily focusing on temporary goals as if they are the most important to your life?

What are your life goals for this year? For your life?

